
HONOLULU, HAWAII 
 
The Semester at Sea Field Program has a strong academic component.  Faculty members develop field 
requirements that constitute 20% of the contact hours for each course they are teaching.  As part of these 
field requirements, all Semester at Sea faculty design and lead field trips that integrate with their course 
work.  The following is a representative sampling of the types of Faculty-Directed Practica (FDPs) that may 
be offered during this voyage: 
 
BISHOP MUSEUM [FDP: ANTHROPOLOGY] 
  
Located on a beautiful campus surrounded by gardens of tropical plants and birds, the Bishop Museum in 
Honolulu is regarded as one of the world’s best museums of Polynesian culture.  The holdings on display cover 
Hawaiian culture before Western contact as well as more contemporary history. The second and third floors of the 
museum cover 19th century Hawaii and the various ethnic groups that comprise the state’s present-day society and 
culture.  These exhibits depict the history of the colonization of Hawaii, the importation of Asian labor to work on 
the plantations, and the influence of American missionaries on Hawaiian society.  From the museum, you may 
return to the ship by taxi or bus or are free to stay in town on your own.  (PRICE: 21.00) 
 
HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ART [FDP: ART HISTORY] 
  
We will travel by taxi to this beautiful and accessible museum that displays one of the best collections of Asian 
and Oceanic art in the world.  The Honolulu Academy of Arts is dedicated to the collection, preservation, 
interpretation and teaching of the visual arts, and the presentation of exhibitions, films and videos, performing arts 
and public programs specifically relevant to Hawaii’s ethnically diverse community.  We will visit this museum 
and be escorted by a guide who will walk us through the exhibits, ranging from Neolithic to contemporary.  
(PRICE: $7.00) 
 
The remaining trips in the Semester at Sea Field Program provide a variety of opportunities for students to 
enhance their overall study abroad experience.  Students can visit sites of historical and cultural interest; 
learn about local environmental, political, economic and social issues; interact with local university students 
and other residents; become involved in community service; explore what is unique in each country; and 
enjoy some recreational activities.  The following is a representative sampling of standard field trips that 
may be offered during this voyage: 
 
PEARL HARBOR/ARIZONA MEMORIAL & CITY TOUR 
 
 This deeply moving experience begins with a visit to Pearl 
Harbor’s Arizona Memorial and Visitor’s Center.  The Arizona 
Memorial commemorates the December 7, 1941 attack on Pearl 
Harbor and sits atop the sunken hull of the USS Arizona.  Before 
taking the Navy launch to the memorial, you will view a short 
video on the attack.  After your visit to Pearl Harbor, continue with 
a drive through historic downtown Honolulu where you will see 
the Iolani Palace, King Kamehameha Statue, the State Capitol, 
Kawaiahao Church, Mission Houses and the Punchbowl National 
Cemetery where more than 25,000 solders are buried.  Please Note:  ‘No-Bags-Allowed’ Policy – Strict measures 
are in place as to what can be taken onto a military base.  No purses, handbags, fanny packs, backpacks, camera 
bags, diaper bags, luggage or other items that have any concealment are allowed at the Visitor’s Center or the 
Arizona Memorial.  These items can be left on the motor coach.  Shirt and shoes must be worn, and no swimsuits 
are permitted.  (PRICE: $30.00)  
 
STARS AND STRIPES 
 
Visit the sites where World War II began and ended for the United States.  View a short video before taking the 
Navy launch to visit the Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor.  Then travel to the battleship USS Missouri for a tour 
of the site where the armistice ending the war was signed.  Continue with a drive through the Punchbowl National 
Cemetery and Historic Honolulu.  Drive by Iolani Palace, the only royal palace on American soil; Mission 
Houses; the State Library and City Hall.  (A stop will be made for lunch, at your own expense.)  Please Note:  
‘No-Bags-Allowed’ Policy – Strict measures are in place as to what can be taken onto a military base.  No purses, 



handbags, fanny packs, backpacks, camera bags, diaper bags, luggage or other items that have any concealment 
are allowed at the Visitor’s Center, the Arizona Memorial or the USS Missouri.  These items can be left on the 
motor coach.  Shirt and shoes must be worn, and no swimsuits are permitted.  (PRICE: $63.00) 
 
OAHU GRAND CIRCLE ISLAND TOUR 
 
This popular field trip takes you on a 120-mile trip around the beautiful island of Oahu.  Enjoy the ride along the 
slopes of Diamond Head and see Hanauma Bay, Sandy Beach, Nuuanu Pali Lookout, Byodo-In Temple, the 
North Shore surfing beaches (Sunset and Pipeline) and Waimea Bay.  Photo stops will be made along the way.  
Continue with a visit to the Dole Plantation for a stroll through the Plantation Gardens.  (A stop will be made for 
lunch, at your own expense.)  (PRICE: $61.00) 
 
DIAMOND HEAD, RAINFOREST & SCENIC SHORES 
 
This field trip features Mt. Tantalus, Nuuanu Pali and scenic south island beaches via a premier mini-coach.  It is 
specially designed to take in many of the most scenic vistas and natural attractions of Oahu in just a few hours.  
Enjoy the view from Amelia Earhart Lookout on the slopes of Diamond Head.  Ascend into the rainforest at the 
top of Mt. Tantalus.  The panorama from Puu Ualakaa State Wayside is outstanding, and the views of Diamond 
Head, Waikiki and Honolulu are magnificent.  View the Queen Emma Summer Palace and continue up into the 
cool, lush rainforest of Nuuanu Valley along Pali Drive.  Experience the summit of Nuuanu Pali Lookout.  Amidst 
gusting winds, encounter the glorious vista of windward Oahu.  Then enjoy the sea air and blustery trade winds 
along the coastline past Makapuu Point and Sandy Beach, to the Halona Blowhole.  See the landmark Koko Head 
Crater and the beautiful Hanauma Bay, the incomparable marine preserve nestled in its own half-sunken volcanic 
crater. (PRICE: $33.00) 
 
POLYNESIAN CULTURAL CENTER  
 
The Polynesian Cultural Center is located on a 42-acre site in Laie on the windward side of Oahu, approximately 
one hour from Waikiki. Experience the seven South Sea cultures that collectively shaped Hawaii. Within this 42-
acre site you can visit Tonga, Tahiti, the Marquesas, Fiji, New 
Zealand (Aotearoa), Samoa and Hawaii.  Each village 
authentically depicts the lifestyle of its people and offers 
interactive entertainment and unsurpassed Polynesian-style 
hospitality that delights visitors of all ages.  With your 
Polynesian Cultural Center Regular Package admission you will 
have plenty of time to explore the seven villages and to watch 
the famous ‘Pageant of the Long Canoes’ and visit the IMAX 
Theater.  The highlight of your visit is sure to be ‘Horizons’, the 
largest Polynesian song-and-dance revue in the world featuring 
over 100 native performers from all corners of the Pacific. 
Dressed in traditional native costume, these Polynesians share 
their history, traditions and spirit through song and dance the 
same way their ancestors did.  (Meals are not included.) 
(PRICE: $125.00) 
 
GO-OAHU CARD 
 
Undecided what you want to do during your one day in Hawaii?  Purchasing a GO HAWAII card allows you free 
admission to over 25 top attractions – plus discounts on restaurants and shopping!  Pick and choose among the 
following free general admissions (as many as you can do in one day):  Grand Circle Island Tour, Hanauma Bay 
Snorkeling Adventures, Diamond Head Crater Hike and Shuttle Service, One-Day Waikiki Trolley Pass, USS 
Arizona Memorial Audio Tour, USS Bowfin Submarine Museum and Park, Hawaiian Waters Adventure Park, 
Hawaiian Oceans Outrigger Canoe Ride, Honolulu Academy of Arts, The Contemporary Museum, Bishop 
Museum, Iolani Palace, Hawaii Maritime Museum, and more.  (PRICE:  ADULTS 13 YEARS AND OLDER - 
$45.00; CHILDREN 3 – 12 YEARS - $39.00) 
 
From the time this Sample Field Program is posted until the time the Final Field Program is available, a number 
of changes will occur. 


